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CIMply Safety
Are you planning a family vacation?
Here are some tips to consider before you leave:
•

Keep your vacation plans to your
immediate family. There is no need
to let the world know your home may
be unoccupied for a time.

•

Have the post office hold your mail
to avoid it piling up. Do the same
with your newspaper and other
regular deliveries.

•

Make sure all doors and windows are
securely locked. If your garage door
opener has a lock out option, activate
it before you leave.

•

Do not post vacation information
or photos on social networking sites
until after you return home. If you
post information before you go, or
while you are away, crooks know you
are gone.

•

Set several lamps on timers to go on
and off at various times. Consider
connecting a TV or radio to a timer
also. This will give the appearance
that someone is home.

•

If you are leaving your car somewhere
while flying, remove your garage door
opener and any information that
might identify your address.

•

As an alternative to parking your car,
consider a shuttle service to take you
back and forth to the airport. This
also leaves your car in the garage to
add to the illusion you may be home.

•

Close the valves to your washing
machine and relieve the pressure.
This could prevent a major water loss
from a burst hose running for days.
(Remember to turn them back on when
you use the washer again.)

•

Arrange for a trusted person to check
your home periodically.

•

Let local law enforcement know you
will be gone. They may be able to
patrol your area more often.

•

If traveling by car, have your car
inspected and serviced before you
leave. Have the shop pay special
attention to your tires and brakes.

Our Commitment to You
In a corporate world where officers are responsible for maximizing value to shareholders,
priorities can sometimes clash. At Central Illinois Mutual, you are our priority.
It’s reassuring to know that our business practices are not restrained by hedge fund and
institutional investor demands for ever-increasing profits. Since policyholders own
Central Illinois Mutual, our responsibility is to provide the
highest quality, most competitively priced insurance
coverage possible for our community that we
have served for generations.
At the end of the day, every property owner wants an insurance company with policyholder protection
as the primary mission. Our focus
on the needs of this community of
policyholders has always been, and
will always be, our highest priority.
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Spring is here and with nicer weather comes the perfect time to
do some basic spring maintenance and prevention checks on your
home. With a little home inspection planning now, you will have
more time to enjoy the warmer weather outdoors and indoors...
Here are some areas for you to begin:
HVAC checkup

Roof and gutters

It’s important that your air conditioner
is working properly. Call a professional
to do a routine HVAC inspection before
the summer heats up. In addition, it is
a good idea to clean or replace the air
filters throughout your home. Proper
maintenance will extend the life of your
unit and save you money.

Spring is the perfect time to clean out all
the debris that has collected in your gutters throughout fall and winter. Clogged
gutters can prevent water from draining
away from your home resulting in damage
to the roofing and possibly resulting in
water leaking into your home.

Yard foliage
Trim and cut any dead branches, shrubbery
or foliage especially if near utility wires.
This will reduce the chance of power
outages and electric shock.

Seal your patio or deck
If you have a patio or outdoor deck, do
a routine inspection for warping boards,
loose nails, and wobbly railings or stairs.
These precautions can help prevent a future
injury to you or a guest in your home.

Check the foundation
Walk around the perimeter of your home
checking your foundation for any cracks
or imperfections as well as any large
puddles of water that can be a sign of
poor drainage.

Check all the detectors
Check all detectors—smoke, carbon
monoxide and water—or install them
throughout your home and ensure that
they are working properly. You should
have at least one smoke detector per floor.

Water heater
Take a quick look at your water heater and
make sure there are no leaks or corrosion
damage to the unit.

Dryer
Reduce the risk of house fires by removing
lint and debris from your dryer vent or
hose. It’s recommended that vents should
be inspected and cleaned at least once a
year. A telltale sign that your dryer needs
cleaning is that the clothes will take longer
to try than usual. Also, you will notice the
area around the dryer will feel very hot.
These small routine home
maintenance checkups can
help prevent future costly
injuries and claims.

Decks
In the Midwest, outside entertaining areas take
an annual beating. An uncovered area, like a
deck, is exposed year-round to all the elements
that could add up to accident-causing damage.
According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), an average of 33,000 people per
year are injured because of structural failure or
collapse of a deck, porch, railing, or staircase. Six
thousand of those injured suffer traumatic injuries.

Examine your connectors
Check to be sure your fasteners and
connectors are sound. Items that hold
your deck together, including nails,
bolts, screws, and hangers, are made
of galvanized steel, but this material
still needs a close inspection. If you
see rust or something loose, have it
repaired before someone walks over
the area or you position your furniture over unsound boards.
Damage from bugs
Decks built in the 1980’s and since
then are made with lumber treated
with chemicals that bugs don’t
like. According to the North American Deck and Railing Association
(NADRA) North American Deck and
Railing Association (NADRA), there
are about 40 million residential
decks in North America. If your
deck is more than 30 years old and
has not been inspected, you should
be concerned. When you first step
out onto your deck you should feel
no movement. If there is any give
or you notice it has shifted from
the connection to the house call an
inspector to go over it with a fresh
set of eyes.

Cracks
Water can get into smaller cracks,
freeze, and cause the cracks to
expand and weaken the board.
Because of a deck’s extreme
exposure to the elements, it is
recommended to stain it at least
every few years to prevent cracks
and other problems. Powerwashing rips into the fibers of the
wood and weakens the wood. A
mild brushing at low pressure is
fine for cleaning decks.
If you see rotted wood there is
something wrong. While it may
seem harmless enough, it needs
attention and replacement. Staining will not help repair wood rot,
but will help prevent it.
Loose Railing
The rule of thumb is that an
average-size person should be
able to lean against a deck railing
and feel a little give. (Railings
are supposed to withstand about
200 pounds of lateral force.) If it
sways when you push on it, have
an inspector check it out.

Mold and mildew growth
Discoloration from mold and
mildew growth can be cleaned off
with a bleach and water solution.
Mold eats away at the structure
and what you see on top may be
even worse underneath the deck.
Be sure to clean the surface of
stairs, a place particularly susceptible to being dangerous and slick
from mold or mildew.
Good lighting
Lighting around steps, as a path
to your deck, or along the rails
is not only attractive, but a must
for good safety at night. But lights
that are not properly positioned
can be a hazard on steps and
paths. Consider your neighbors
if you spotlight your foliage so it
doesn’t cast its shine too brightly
to be offensive.

