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Teams are formed for countless purposes. Yet, a single thread draws to-
gether the foundation of all teams. They are groups working together to 
accomplish a goal that would be difficult or impossible to accomplish as 
an individual. Sports teams, teams of doctors, or teams of horses… all 
organize so that all members are pulling the same direction to accomplish 
a task or reach a shared destination that couldn’t be attained alone.

At Central Illinois Mutual, we have assembled an outstanding group 
of professionals committed to the single goal of providing the highest 
quality, best value property insurance protection. And, we are proud of 
our history of team building. After all, Central Illinois Mutual was orga-
nized generations ago for the single purpose of neighbors working with 
neighbors to mutually protect property by sharing risk of property loss.

At Central Illinois Mutual, you are a member of an outstanding team 
of which you are part owner. As such, policyholders are not only the 
focus of our shared mission, but also the most important team members. 
We thank you for the continuing privilege of servicing your property 
insurance needs.

 

RuMbleS
& RoaRS

The National Weather Service reports that lightning 

strikes the US about 25 million times each year, 

killing an average of 51 people and severely injuring 

hundreds. If outdoors, avoid open fields or hilltops, 

tall or isolated trees, and stay away from water, 

wet areas or metal objects like fences and poles. 

The current from a lightning flash will easily travel 

for long distances. If sheltered in a home, car or 

building keep windows closed. 

Lightning usually enters buildings by a direct strike, 

through wires or pipes extending outside the 

structure, and through the ground. Once a build-

ing is hit, lightning travels through phone lines, 

plumbing, radio/television reception systems, or 

metal wires or bars in concrete walls/flooring.

Don’t forget to protect your pets. Doghouses are 

not safe shelters, and dogs chained to trees or on 

metal runners are particularly vulnerable. Protect 

your property, yourselves and your loved ones 

when storms are in your area.
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Do you have YELLOW 
CSST tubing?

Do you have fuel gas piping in a structure that was built or gas appliances 
installed since 1990? If the answer is yes, it’s possible that corrugated stainless 
steel tubing (CSST) was used to route fuel gas along floor joists, in attic spaces, 
or through interior wall cavities. Be aware that CSST should not be confused 
with flexible appliance connectors – the product that joins gas appliances to the 
fuel gas supply line within the structure.

CSST continues to be frequently used in residential and commercial structures, 
and standard CSST is identifiable by its bright yellow plastic jacket. However, 
CSST may represent a risk if not properly installed and electrically bonded. If 
lightning strikes a structure, there is risk it can travel through the structure’s 
fuel gas piping system and cause a leak or fire. What should you do?

Inspect: If built after 1990, inspect your structure for yellow jacketed CSST. Look 
for the presence of yellow tubing in the crawl space, basement, garage or attic; 
where the gas supply connects with the LP container or natural gas meter; and 
the connection to the furnace, boiler or water heater.

Protect: If you find yellow CSST, it is strongly recommended that you contact a 
licensed electrician. The electrician can determine if the piping system is bonded 
up to current code requirements, and, if not, determine what needs to be done.

When thunder roars, go indoors.
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Outdoor lighting is a multipurpose 
investment. Well-designed lighting 
systems add beauty and enhance 
property value while making outdoor 
spaces usable after dark. 

Good lighting of unlit paths and 
outdoor steps helps to illuminate po-
tential safety hazards that become risks 
after sunset. Additionally, well placed 
lighting significantly improves security 
by illuminating shadowed areas that 
might provide clandestine access for 
those with criminal intent. Lighting 

systems with motion detectors reveal 
the secret of an approaching burglar.

A word of caution...low voltage sys-
tems are safe for most homeowners to 
install and can provide a great deal of 
quality light. If, however, you choose a 
system using regular house current, have 
it installed by a licensed professional. A 
badly installed electrical system does 
not reduce risk, it creates it. 

Beauty, style and sensitivity: outdoor 
lighting might be a bright idea worth 
considering.

Confronting Nature’s Intensity

Springtime Home Walkabout

Outdoor Lighting: 
Safety and Security with Style

An ounce of springtime prevention can prevent at least a pound of 
spring and summer property and safety risks. 

Ladders will start seeing more outside use in the coming months for use in 
projects around the house. Make sure you use this work companion safely. More 
than 164,000 emergency room visits annually are caused by ladder accidents, 
and the injuries can be deadly.

Stepping-Up for Ladder Safety

•	 Check the maximum load rating of the 
ladder, and don’t exceed capacity.

•	 Use a ladder that is the proper length. 
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) recommends that 
the ladder extend 3 feet beyond the 
roofline	or	working	surface,	and	the	
top three rungs should not be used 
for standing.

•	 Extension ladders or straight single 
ladders should be positioned at about 
a 75 degree angle.

•	 Never go up a ladder in front of a door 
if the door isn’t blocked from opening.

•	Make sure all extension locks or safety 
braces are properly set up.

•	 Do not use metal ladders around elec-
trical wiring.

•	 Make	sure	the	ladder	is	on	a	firm	and	
level surface. A helper holding the 
ladder is the best practice.

•	 Do not leave a raised ladder unat-
tended. Kids are quick and ladders 
are tempting.

•	 Read and follow manufacturer’s instruc-
tions for use of the ladder.

When you use a ladder, step up for safe use.

The american Red Cross reminds us that more home fires occur in the kitchen than anywhere 
else in the house. Here are some suggestions to prevent injury and loss to your home:

Preventing Kitchen Fires

1. Never leave cooking food unattended. If you leave the room for 
even a second, turn the stove off. 

2. Never leave your home while you are cooking.
3. Use a timer so you’ll remember that the stove or oven is on.
4. Don’t wear loose clothing that could catch fire while cooking.
5. Keep the kids away from the cooking area.
6. Keep anything flammable away from your stove or oven.
7. Prevent grease buildup with regular cleaning of surfaces.
8. Locate a fire extinguisher to keep in your kitchen. 
9. Double check stove top, ovens, and small appliances before going 

to bed or leaving the home.
10. Locate smoke strategically near your kitchen in places sensitive to 

smoke, but not activated every time the stove top is used.

Warmer weather and longer days foretell 
outdoors fun. We suggest starting with a 
walk around your property to locate and 
fix up any winter damage. Prepare now for 
the upcoming season and rest easy when 
spring has officially sprung.

Inspect the Building Exteriors. Check 
your siding and roofing for loose materials, chipped paint 
and damaged siding. Check window seals and recaulk any 
damaged window seals.

Check for Roof Damage. Unless you are experienced, we sug-
gest letting trusted professionals inspect for damaged shingles 
and flashing. Damaged roofs are losses waiting to happen.

Clean Gutters and Direct Water Flow 
Away from the House. Clogged gutters 
and poor drainage are the major cause for 
basement water. The best direction for water 
flow is downhill away from the house. And 
remember, standing water attracts mosquitoes. 

Pick Up Sticks. As winter ends, prune trees 
that risk house or utility lines before spring storms arrive. 
Clean up of sticks, branches, and debris to enhance curb 
appeal and prevent lawn mower “indigestion”. 

Examine Outdoor Electrical. If outdoor electrical outlets 
don’t function, contact an electrician for repair. Given the 
water and weather exposure, professional knowledge is essential. 


